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Message from the Dean

Winter has settled in, covering Bloomington in a blanket of snow, and the

amazing Hoosier football team pulled off a national championship. What a

start to the semester!  We hope that you are having an exciting and

productive spring semester so far. This month, we turn our attention to

resources for families and housing, in addition to career and professional

development opportunities.

We recognize the unique challenges faced by students who are parents and

caregivers and integrating attention to family and dependents into your

academic journey. The IUB campus, through the Graduate School, Office of

Student Life, and Early Childhood Education Services offers a number of

resources to support you and your families. Information, resources, and

other services can be found in the links below.

Finding housing in Bloomington can be challenging, and our office, as well

as the Graduate and Professional Student Government, collates links to a

variety of housing services and opportunities. There are also graduate

housing options available through IU, including the Beverly, a new public-

private partnership managed by IU on the site of the former Poplars

building; rental houses available through IU real estate, exclusively for

faculty and graduate students; and on-campus apartments offered by IU

Housing.

We also hope that you are finding the online career development resources

offered through the Beyond Graduate School and Beyond the Professoriate

platforms helpful in your career planning. This month’s offering is a series of

workshops on how to stand out in the job search process.  We are also

offering a cover letter writing workshop to help you hone that all-important

introduction to a potential employer.
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And good luck to all entrants for this year’s Three Minute Thesis event!  We

look forward to seeing the finalists on February 27th at 5pm at the Von Lee

Theater present their research in three minutes, with one slide, and

accessible to a non-expert audience. Come join the celebration to have fun

and support your colleagues!

For those on the final stretch toward completing their degree and are

planning to participate in the Graduate Commencement ceremony on May

8th (congratulations!), consider applying to be the Graduate Student

Speaker.  Applications are due March 6th!

Finally, we would like to remind you of our ombudsperson, Carissa

Ciampaglia, who is here to provide support through empathetic listening,

resource navigation, option generation, and informal conflict management.

Meet the Ombudsperson →

Best,

Warm regards,

David Daleke

Dean, IUB Graduate School

Resources for Graduate Student Parents and Families

The Graduate Mentoring Center (GMC) has expanded support for graduate

student parents and caregivers.  This fall, the GMC hosted a Resource Fair

to connect students with campus and community services and recently held

an informational session with the Indiana Council of Preschool

Cooperatives on forming childcare co-ops. The GMC also maintains a

centralized collection of housing, caregiving, and family support resources

on the University Graduate School website. For additional help, contact the

Graduate School at grdschl@iu.edu.

IU Bloomington’s Early Childhood Education Services (ECES) helps

students, faculty, and staff locate high quality childcare options for infants

through preschoolers, offering guidance on centers, enrollment, waitlists,
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https://graduate.indiana.edu/funding-professional-dev/professional-dev/three-minute-thesis.html
https://graduate.indiana.edu/ombuds/index.html
https://graduatementoringcenter.iu.edu/programs-for-students/student-parents-and-caregivers-resource-fair/index.html
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https://graduate.indiana.edu/student-life-support/housing-and-caregiving/index.html
https://click.e.iu.edu/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjE2MDY4M2Q0LTA3MTEtNGNkOS04YWMyLWFjMmI0M2YyZWRmNyIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiK00vVDhjTEVFci9ZaXp0dThQcnYzdz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6InhNZjc5QzBEMUlXTzFQYlpBTTNta210aHJ6cDJZQWhiSWpHemh2ZER1Nk5STXlZUVpHOCtqcVBYM2JtMUJXZTV2Q3NnRHZ1bVhaUVBSdHl5WWhyNHJ0NDM5QVA0ejlQeHdzUVN2OWlMTzI3dyt1L2YiLCJhdXRoVGFnIjoiKzZaZGxBOUczTEppR3ZpdTNqZjBBdz09In0%3D
https://childcare.indiana.edu/index.html


and available financial assistance. The office provides guidance on available

centers, enrollment, waitlists, and childcare resources so families can find

reliable care as they pursue their academic goals. There are financial

assistance resources available for those who qualify to subsidize childcare

enrollment costs.

Find out more →

Housing

Looking for housing this spring or next academic year?  There is a range of

options to fit different needs through IU and beyond:

Visit the Graduate School webpage for links to housing resources.

The Graduate and Professional Student Government also has a page

of helpful resources to help you navigate renting and living in

Bloomington; you can find it here.

The City of Bloomington has additional resources for those moving

to or living in Bloomington. Housing and Neighborhood Development

(HAND) has housing resources and classes to help navigate rental

options. The Bloomington Housing Authority also has resources for

lower-cost housing and housing assistance.

And here are other options offered by, or in collaboration with, IU:

The Beverly, a unique public-private partnership with IU, is a brand-

new apartment complex on the doorstep of the Indiana University

campus. Take a closer look at what they have to offer.

IU Real Estate Property Management offers rental properties

available to full-time faculty and staff, as well as

professional/graduate/postdoctoral students. Their inventory

includes houses and apartments, and rent is billed monthly or by

semester to your IU Bursar account. To get more information and to

view available rentals, visit their website.

On-Campus apartments are available through IU Housing. You can

apply for unfurnished apartments such as Campus View and Tulip
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https://housing.indiana.edu/residence-centers/tulip-tree.html


Tree Apartments.

Graduate Career Support

This spring, attend an in-person workshop for support with your resume,

cover letter, or CV, or to learn strategies for interview preparation.

February 13 (10:00-11:30 am ET): Graduate Cover Letter Writing Group

Location: University Graduate School Conference Room, East Tower, Suite

546

Herman B Wells Library, 1320 E 10th St, Bloomington, IN 47405

Working on a cover letter and not sure where to start or how to make it

stronger?

Join this graduate student cover letter writing group for a supportive, low-

pressure space to write, revise, and get feedback. We’ll talk through what

makes an effective cover letter, how to tailor it to different positions, and

how to clearly communicate your skills, experiences, and goals. You’ll have

dedicated writing time, opportunities to share drafts, and practical tips you

can use for all types of job applications. Whether you’re starting from

scratch or polishing a draft, this group is designed to help you move forward

with more confidence. Click here to register via Handshake.

Both Master’s and PhD students are welcome!

You can also access one-on-one support for application documents,

interviewing, job search strategy, and career exploration. Find instructions

for scheduling an appointment on our career resources for graduate

students webpage!

Beyond Graduate Career Development

Don’t forget! The Grad School provides you with access to on-demand
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career development training: Beyond Graduate School (the Master’s Career

Training Platform) and Beyond the Professoriate ( the PhD Career Training

Platform).

Coming soon from Beyond Graduate School:

February 9-12 (2-2:30 pm ET): How to Stand Out in a Competitive Job

Market

In today’s AI-driven job market, graduate students are finding it increasingly

difficult to secure employment. Hiring has slowed, the market is saturated

with qualified candidates, and many students are turning to AI tools that,

unfortunately, hinder their job search more than they help. “How to Stand

Out in a Competitive Job Market” is a virtual series designed to help

master’s students navigate this new job market with confidence. You will

learn essential job search strategies, tools, and techniques to navigate a

hyper-competitive market. Each day, we’ll explore a key aspect of job

searching as a master’s student today, so you can strategically plan your

next steps. This special event is open to master’s students from all

academic disciplines.

Pre-recorded message: What employers value about your degree

Monday, February 9th: Resume writing

Tuesday, February 10th: Unlock the hidden job market

Wednesday, February 11th: How to find people to network with

Thursday, February 12th: I’m an international student, what do I need

to know?

Register to attend →

Apply to be the student speaker at the May 8 Graduate Commencement!

One student speaker will address the approximately 8,000 attendees,

representing all academic units, at the IU Bloomington Spring Graduate

Commencement Ceremony on Friday, May 8, 2026, as the Graduate

Commencement Student Speaker.
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The selected speaker will be seated on stage with other members of the

platform party during the ceremony and will deliver a 3-5 minute speech

(approximately 500-750 words). IU will aid in speech development and

editing.

IUB graduate students graduating in May or summer 2026 are invited to

apply for the March 6, 2026, deadline!

For links to the application portal and more information, visit the website!

Upcoming Deadlines – Fellowships and Awards

Internal Fellowships and Awards

Grant-in-Aid Awards (GiA)

Spring Application Deadline: Friday, February 20, 2026

Grant-in-Aid (GiA) awards provide funding to Bloomington graduate

students for unusual expenses incurred in connection with conference

travel or research activities relating to projects, theses, or dissertations. The

Graduate School collaborates with the Graduate and Professional Student

Government to review applications for these awards. Review of award

applications is conducted by a committee of faculty and graduate students.

For research Applicants may apply for up to $1,000. The amount awarded

will be determined by a combination of available funding and the judged

reasonableness of the proposed work. For conference travel, graduate

students may apply for up to $500 to help support travel-related expenses.

External Grants with an internal (campus) application

Catalyzing Advocacy in Science and Engineering (CASE) Workshop

Campus Deadline: Monday, February 16, 2026

Students apply directly to the Graduate School
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2026 CASE Workshop | April 12-15, 2026 | Washington, D.C.

The University Graduate School Bloomington will sponsor travel and

attendance for two graduate students. This entry-level workshop introduces

STEM students to science policy and the federal policymaking process, with

a focus on Congress, the federal budget, science communication, and civic

engagement. Designed for students with limited experience in policy, the

program includes interactive seminars on policymaking and advocacy.

Regeneron Prize for Creative Innovation

Students apply directly to the Graduate School

Two applicants are selected annually to receive the Regeneron Prize for

Creative Innovation, each awarded $50,000 for personal use. Finalists

(about 8–10) receive $5,000, and winners’ home institutions receive a

$5,000 donation. Finalists may be invited to an on-site competition at

Regeneron with travel expenses covered.

For a complete list of upcoming fellowship and award deadlines, please

visit our website!

Indiana University
107 S. Indiana Ave

Bloomington, IN 47405

View online
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